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To  the  Chairman  and  IVSembers  of  the 
Poole  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  herewith  my  Annual 
Report  on  the  Public  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of  the  above 
District  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1920. 

Area.— Frequent  enquiries  are  often  made  for  this — it  is 
as  follows  : — 


Canford  Magna 
Kinson 

Lytchett  Matravers 
Lytchett  Minster 


ACRES. 

7,855 

2,769 

3.4*3 

3.325 


17,362 


Population. — At  the  census  of  1911  this  was  6,305* 


distributed  between  the  various  parishes: — 

Canford  Magna  ...  ...  2,031 

Kinson  ...  ...  ...  2*752 

Lytchett  Matravers  ...  ...  647 

Lytchett  Minster  ...  ...  §7 5 


6,3°5 


The  estimated  population  of  the  District  for  births  and 
deaths  by  the  Registrar  General  for  1920,  was  7,229. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

DISTRICT. 

Physical  Features. — These  are  varied,  even  in  such  a  small 
area;  in  the  two  Lytchetts  and  Broad^tone  (in  Canford  Magna)  it 
is  undulating  with  fine  views  over  Poole  Harbour,  the  Purbeck 
Hills,  &c.  Other  parts  like  Kinson,  are  flat,  especially  near  the 
Hampshire  Boundary. 

The  soil  is  mostly  of  a  gravelly  nature,  with  outcrops  of  clay 
which  is  of  varying  thickness.  The  lower  Bagshot  Beds  form 
most  of  the  area. 

Climate. — The  climate  on  the  whole  is  characterised  by 
abundance  of  sunshine  and  a  minimum  of  rain  which  dries 
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rapidly.  In  winter  the  climate  mav  be  described  as  attaining 
the  happy  medium  between  the  conditions  prevailing  on  the  East 
Coast  and  the  somewhat  enervating  conditions  which  prevail 
further  West.  Hence  the  growing  popularity  of  Broadstone. 
Such  climate  has  a  favourable  influence  on  chest  affections, 
particularly  Bronchitis,  Asthma  and  Tuberculosis.  The  district 
is  situated  in  the  middle  of  sunniest  belt  in  England,  and  is 
singularly  free  from  mist. 

Chief  Occupations. — These  are  various,  but  none  are 
carried  on  in  the  district  that  are  specially  injurious  to  health. 
In  the  Lytchett  Parishes  and  Canford  agricultural  work  is  most 
common;  near  the  Bournemouth  Boundary  most  of  the 
inhabitants  are  artisans  and  work  at  various  trades  in  that  town. 
At  Broadstone  the  inhabitants  are  largely  of  the  residential  class. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply. — This  is  obtained  from  the  Bournemouth 
Gas  &  Water  Co.  for  Canford  Village,  Kinson,  Wallis  Down  and 
Ensbury  Park,  and  is  constant  and  in  every  way  satisfactory. 
At  Broadstone,  Upton  and  around  these  places  it  is  acquired 
from  the  Poole  Corporation  ;  it  is  also  constant  and  of  good 
quality,  but  being  derived  from  deep  wells  in  the  chalk  at  Corfe 
Mullen  is  rather  hard.  Lately,  it  has  been  sterilised  by  the 
installation  of  a  chlorinating  plant. 

In  the  thinly  populated  parts  well  water  is  still  used,  and 
only  one  complaint  was  received  during  the  year.  This  was 
attended  to.  Two  samples  were  taken  and  sent  for  analysis; 
both  were  certified  free  from  organic  impurities. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — We  have  one  River— the  Stour, 
which  runs  through  part  of  the  district,  no  pollutions  have  been 
reported  and  no  water  supply  is  obtained  from  it.  There  are 
several  small  streams  ;  no  complaints  have  been  received  about 
them  ;  they  are  clear,  and  mostly  of  local  origin,  and  no  water 
supplies  are  now  obtained  from  them. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.— The  district  is  still  unsewered; 
but  Broadstone  has  a  complete  Sewerage  Scheme  awaiting  the 
sanction  of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Application  for  the  latter 
has  been  postponed  by  the  Council  for  financial  reasons. 

The  cesspool  system  is  therefore  still  in  use  ;  the  Council 
have  a  satisfactory  emptying  plant  which  works  well,  and  the 
numerous  complaints  of  former  years  are  never  received,  except 
in  a  bad  wet  time,  when  several  of  the  cesspools  overflowed,  but 
not  often. 
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In  other  parts  of  the  district  cesspools  are  also  in  use,  but 
the  inhabitants  mostly  empty  them,  and  dispose  of  the  contents 
on  the  allotments  or  garden. 


Scavenging. — This  is  done  at  Broadstone  by  a  contractor  in 
a  satisfactory  manner,  and  the  new  apparatus  works  well.  The 
disposal  of  house  refuse  at  Wallis  Down  and  Ensbury  Park 
is  not  so  well  managed  ;  the  Parochial  Authorities  are  opposed 
to  the  manner  we  adopt  with  such  success  at  Broadstone  on  the 
score  of  expense.  The  ashbins  which  are  in  are  use  of  various  types ; 
there  are  certainly  an  increasing  number  of  sanitary  ones  in  use. 
Filth  accumulations  near  back  doors  are  now  hardly  ever  found; 
but  occasionally  leaking  wooden  boxes — -uncovered  too — can  be 
seen  at  certain  known  places,  and  no  amount  of  inspection  has 
much  impression  on  the  type  of  housewife  who  cannot  and  will 
not  improve  her  ways.  Consequently,  flies  breed  abundantly  in 
these  parts  and  cause  much  sickness  and  summer  diarrhoea. 
Fortunately,  1920,  was  an  exceptionally  good  year  and  flies  were 
far  less  in  evidence  than  usual.  We  did  our  best  to  secure  public 
and  private  cleanliness,  and  making  these  special  black  spots  ” 
our  object,  certainly  had  a  large  measure  of  success. 

Food  kept  in  some  of  the  smaller  shops  ought  to  be  protected 
better  from  flies  ;  we  have  had  to  call  attention  to  this  fairly 
frequently. 


FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. — The  Milk  produced  in  the  district  is  excellent ; 
large  quantities  are  sent  away  to  neighbouring  towns  and  also  to 
London.  Very  few  applications  under  the  1919  Order  were 
made— only  2— and  these  were  laid  before  the  District  Council, 
and  attended  to.  The  handling  of  the  milk  is  satisfactory, 
although  its  transmission  from  the  farm  to  either  the  factory  or 
milk  vendor  in  many  cases  means  a  voyage  of  several  miles  on  a 
Vapidly  travelling  motor  vehicle  where  considerable  oscillation 
obtains. 

Under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  which  are 

administered  by  the  County  County  Officials  only  3  samples  were 
taken  for  analysis  in  the  district : — 

Bread  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

ar  d  ...  ...  ...  1 

Piccalilli  ...  ...  ...  1 

3 


No  adulteration  was  found. 


Infectious  Diseases. — Omitting  Tuberculosis,  there  were  22 
notifications  received  during  the  year.  These  were  : — 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  9 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  8 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  2 

Malaria  ...  ...  ...  1 

Erysipelas  ...  ....  ...  1 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  1 


22 


Scarcer  Fever. — All  the  cases  were  mild  ones  and  removed 
to  Hospital.  The  cases  were  isolated  ones  in  various  parts 
of  the  district ;  as  soon  as  each  patient  was  notified,  removal  was 
ordered  and  the  sick-room  and  bedding  disinfected  by  Formalin 
Vapour.  In  a  few  of  the  cases  the  source  was  discovered,  and  a 
sharp  out  look  was  kept  for  any  possible  contacts  developing  the 
disease.  Several,  too,  were  not  recognised  till  desquamating,  so 
mild  was  the  disease  that  the  children  were  running  about  and 
playing. 

Diphtheria. — Out  of  the  8  cases,  one-half  were  notified  by 
the  County  Council  Nurse,  mostly  detected  by  taking  swabs, 
which  on  being  examined  were  found  to  give  positive  evidence. 
Three  were  so  slightly  ill  that  on  visiting  them,  they  were  playing 
about,  thus  acting  as  u  carriers.”  Looked  after  them  and 
personally  saw  that  treatment  was  efficiently  carried  out  and  no 
further  cases  occurred. 

On  the  8th  August  notification  was  received  that  a  girl  has 
been  sent  to  the  Infectious  Hospital  from  Lytchett  Matravers  in 
a  moribund  state,  where  she  died  a  few  minutes  after  admission. 
No  medical  man  saw  the  girl  till  too  late  to  give  antitoxin. 
Examined  the  rest  of  the  family  and  give  each  a  preventive  dose 
of  Serum.  Examined  them  again  a  month  later  and  found  all  the 
swabs  negative. 

None  of  the  other  cases  call  for  comment. 

In  February  Influenza  again  threatened  to  spread  in  the 
district  but  never  attained  any  foothold. 

Chicken  Pox  broke  out  in  July  at  Lytchett  Matravers,  but 
was  chiefly  confined  to  children  between  4  and  7  years. 

Tuberculosis. — Thirteen  notifications  were  received,  but  3 
were  “  reports,”  so  the  net  total  was  10. 

The  County  Council  is  now  the  Authority  for  the  prevention 
and  treatment  of  the  disease — where  any  patient  comes  from  a 
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tainted  stock  or  is  at  all  suspicious,  a  strong  recommendation  is 
always  given  to  go  to  the  County  Dispensary  and  is  always 
carried  out.  Visits  to  the  homes  are  paid  periodically,  and  with 
the  co-operation  of  the  Nurse,  much  is  done  to  make  them 
comfortable. 


Birth  Rate. — The  total  number  of  births  for  the  year 
was :  — 

Males  ..~  ...  ...  88 

Females  ...  ...  ...  78 


166 


An  increase  of  53  on  1919. 

Of  this  total  2  males  and  8  females  were  illegimate.  The 
Birth-Rate  was  23  per  1000  of  the  population  which  is  a  great 
improvement  on  last  year,  though  not  equal  to  England  and 
Wales  25*4. 

Death  Rate.— The  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  of 
Civilians  only  was  74  : — 

Males  ...  ...  ...  32 

Females  ...  ...  ...  42 

74 

This  gives  a  Death-Rate  of  io'i  per  1000  which  is  satis¬ 
factory  compared  with  12^4  for  England  and  Wales. 


Infantile  Death-Rate.— This  is  estimated  on  per  1000 
births  and  confined  to  infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

Seven  deaths  occurred  giving  a  rate  of  42*1  as  against  80  for 
England  and  Wales. 

llie  chief  causes  of  deaths  throughout  the  district  were  as 


follows: — 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ...  10 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ...  7 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  4 

Tuberculosis  (all  kinds)  ...  3 


Cancer. — The  10  deaths  from  this  terrible  disease  is  an 
increase  of  two  on  last  year,  and  heads  the  list  easily.  Its  nature  is 
still  very  obscure,  many  theories  have  been  advocated  for  a  time, 
but  all  have  failed  to  give  us  satisfactory  solution ;  chronic 
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irritation,  as  by  smoking  a  short  clay  pipe  which  will  often  get 
hot,  ought  to  be  avoided;  any  lump  in  the  breast  of  a  woman  over 
40  ought  at  once  make  her  consult  her  doctor,  these  and  other 
signs  of  irritation,  if  attended  to,  might  lessen  the  frequency  ot  the 
disease.  In  a  neighbouring  Rural  District  a  similar  high  rate 
prevails  ;  with  us  13*5  per  cent  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  is 
due  to  Cancer;  over  the  border  the  proportion  is  14-9,  whereas 
in  another  district  further  distant,  but  on  a  higher  and  drier  soil, 
the  proportion  is  about  14  per  cent. 

Tuberculosis. — This  very  widespread  disease  only  caused 
3  deaths  during  the  year  which  is  much  below  our  average.  The 
district  having  such  a  record  of  sunshine  and  little  overcrowding 
ought  to  keep  up  its  reputation  as  a  fairly  healthy  one  for  this 
serious  affection. 

Outdoor  Relief. — The  number  of  persons  receiving  Out¬ 
door  Relief  on  the  31st  December,  1920,  was  62  : — 

Adult  Males  ...  ...  ...  7 

,,  Females  ...  ...  ...  28 

Children  ...  ...  ...  27 

62 

No  other  forms  of  relief,  gratuitous  or  otherwise,  were  found  out. 

Unemployment. — In  December,  1920,  the  number  of 
unemployed  was  only  8. 

Rateable  Value. — The  Rateable  Value  of  the  District  in 
December,  1920,  was  ^3 4,772,  an  increase  of  ,£584  during  the 
year. 

Sanitary  Administration. — This  consists  of  2  officials — 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Sanitary  Inspector ;  both 
attend  the  meetings  of  the  Council  and  both  make  monthly 
reports. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Work. — Arrangements 
are  made  for  both.  Free  examinations  of  tuberculosis  matter  are 
also  given  ;  diphtheria  swabs  provided  and  examinations  made, 
and  reports  sent  direct  to  the  certifying  Medical  Practitioner. 
This  works  quite  satisfactorily. 

Venereal  Diseases. — The  County  Council  Authorities  con¬ 
tinue  their  working  arrangements  with  the  Royal  Victoria 
Hospital,  at  Boscombe,  where  a  specialist  sees  the  patients 
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certain  days  a  week — (Wednesdays  and  Saturdays).  A  few 
patients  are  sent  in  from  our  district,  and  the  work  goes  on  well 
and  the  accommodation  is  ample  for  the  district. 


Early  Notification  of  Births  Acts. — 109  notifications  were 
received  during  the  year — not  such  a  good  percentage  as  last 
year,  though  the  number  is  much  larger.  Six  were  notified  by 
parents  and  all  the  Medical  Practitioners  now  carry  out  the  Acts. 
Posters  were  exhibited  throughout  the  district,  which  did  some 
good  ;  but  gross  ignorance  of  the  Acts  and  the  fact  that  many 
births  are  just  attended  to  by  relatives  or  neighbours  without  the 
assistance  of  either  a  medical  man  or  registered  midwife, 
accounts  for  many  of  the  omissions. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. — The  County  Council  is 
the  supervising  Authority  under  the  Midwives’  Acts  and  also 
carry  out  the  duties  imposed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  under  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Schemes.  Certified  Midwifes 
attend  many  of  our  cases  though  residing  in  adjoining  arrears, 
and  only  one  is  residential  at  Lytchett  Minster. 

The  health  of  the  district  as  a  whole  was  remarkably  good 
during  1920.  Even  in  the  heat  of  summer  no  great  extent  of 
sickness  prevailed,  and  only  one  death  from  Diarrhoea  under  2 
years  of  age  was  registered. 

Flies  were  not  numerous,  and  probably  extra  vigilance  as  to 
cleanliness  kept  them  in  check. 

The  dirty  tenant  still  continues  to  flourish  amongst  us  in 
particular  parts  of  the  district;  if  one  of  the  houses  built  by  the 
Council  should  be  occupied  by  such,  it  is  fervently  to  be  hoped 
that  actual  experience  will  prove  that  the  confidence  of  the 
Housing  Committee  has  not  been  misplaced,  and  that  the  duty 
owing  towards  neighbours  and  themselves  alike  will  be  realized, 

__  _  and  cleanliness  reign  supreme,  even  to  the  extent  of  being 

I^ikttulcL house  fBBKBsi,”  as  so  often  obtains  in  the  North.  A  woman  as 
Deputy-Manager  charged  with  the  special  duties  of  checking  any 
tendency  to  slackness  and  letting  down  the  standards  of  well 
being  and  cleanliness  would  probably  do  much  good,  and  I  think 
no  one  could  possibly  object,  unless  it  be  a  tenant  who  mistakes 
licence  for  liberty,  and  lacks  the  time  spirit  of  neighbouring 
responsibility. 

Isolation  Hospital. — 'Phis  is  the  Alderney  Hospital,  in  the 
Borough  of  Poole,  and  its  accommodation  is  ample. 
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The  number  of  cases  admitted  during  1920  was  13,  viz.  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  9 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  4 

The  average  duration  of  stay  in  Hospital  was  31  days. 

Mr.  Seymour  is  presenting  a  very  elaborate  Report  this  year, 
specially  on  Housing.  It  is  annexed  herewith  ;  it  would  be  mere 
repetition  on  my  part  to  say  more. 

"Fill  the  strikes  and  legislation  have  altered  the  outlook,  it  is 
impossible  to  say  anything  as  to  the  future. 


Our  greatest  needs  are  : — 

1.  The  postponed  Sewerage  of  Broadstone. 

2.  Repairs  of  many  existing  cheap  cottages. 

3.  Abatement  of  the  Wallis  Down  Dust  Nuisance. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  T.  GARDNER  ROBINSON,  M.D  ,  D.P.H., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Poole  Rural  District. 


M 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 


Statistics  for  Year  ended  51st  December,  1920. 


1.— GENERAL. 

(1)  Estimated  population 

(2)  General  death-rate 

(3)  Death-Rate  from  tuberculosis 

(4)  Infantile  mortality 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  of  all  classes  at 

census  of  19 1 1. 

(6)  Number  of  working-class  dwelling-houses  ... 

(7)  Number  of  new  working-class  houses  erected 

2.— UNFIT  DWELLING-HOUSES, 

— Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  (defects  under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts) 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  wrere 

inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  ... 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub¬ 
heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 


II. — Remedy  of  Deffcts  without  Service  of  formal 
Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers 


III. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Housing , 
Town  Planning,  dc.,  Act ,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs 


(n) 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  wefe 
rendered  fit — 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners 


B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied — 

(a)  by  owners 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of 

the  Housing t  Town  Planning ,  etc.,  Act, 
1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a 
view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered 

fi t  ...  ... 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders* 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Poole  Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1920. 

Nuisances. — The  number  of  nuisances  reported  during  the 
year  have  been  very  few  and  of  a  minor  character.  In  the 
majority  of  cases  they  have  been  remedied  on  request.  They 
have  chiefly  consisted  of  choked  drains,  overflowing  cesspools, 
dirty  yards,  &c. 

Since  the  Council  have  undertaken  the  work  of  collecting 
house  refuse  and  emptying  the  cesspools,  complaints  are  very 
few  and  the  sanitary  state  of  the  district  has  much  improved. 

Inspection  of  Bakehouses  and  Slaughter  Houses, &c. — The 
Bakehouses,  Slaughter  Houses,  Cowsheds,  Dairies,  Milkshops, 
etc.,  have  been  periodically  inspected  and  mostly  found  in  a 
satisfactory  condition.  Orders  have  been  given  for  lime¬ 
washing  where  considered  necessary  and  have  been  immediately 
carried  out. 

Several  of  the  larger  cowsheds  in  the  district  are  of  the  latest 
type  and  as  perfect  as  it  is  possible  to  obtain  them. 

The  majority  of  the  remainder  are  well  up  to  the  average 
but  in  many  cases  the  yards  require  improving. 

There  are  remaining  one  or  two  very  small  cowsheds  of  the 
old  fashioned  type  which  are  not  up  to  the  standard  of  the  present 
day  but  they  are  gradually  decreasing  and  being  replaced  by 
more  modern  and  sanitary  buildings. 

The  Bakehouses  in  the  district  are  generally  good  and  well 
kept.  Improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  several  during  the 
year  bringing  them  more  up-to-date.  One  of  the  bakehouses  in 
the  district  is  a  model,  being  lined  throughout  with  white  glazed 
tiles  in  order  to  ensure  perfect  cleanliness. 

The  Slaughter  Houses  are  generally  up-to-date,  in  good 
condition  and  well  kept. 

Complaints  were  received  on  various  occasions  in  respect  of  a 
slaughter  house  at  Wallis  Down  and  notice  was  given  to  the 
Owner  to  remedy  same  by  executing  certain  repairs.  These 
have  been  carried  out,  but  the  premises  being  surrounded  by 
dwelling  houses  are  not  ideal  for  the  purpose,  and  it  will  be 
good  thing  when  other  premises  are  procured  for  this  work. 

Milkshops  are  generally  clean  and  well  kept. 

Factories  and  Workshops  Acts. — There  are  no  large 
factories  in  the  district  with  the  exception  of  Potteries  ;  the  nature 
of  the  district  being  chiefly  agricultural,  with  one  or  two 
villages  where  the  chief  industry  is  connected  with  the  building 
trade.  The  workshops  are  sanitary  and  well  kept. 
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Infectious  Diseases. — On  notification  of  any  case  of 
infectious  disease  the  patient,  if  considered  necessary  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  on  account  of  lack  of  proper  room  for 
isolation,  &c.,  is  at  once  removed  to  the  Alderney  Hospital  in  an 
ambulance  and  the  house  thoroughly  disinfected  under  my 
supervision.  An  inspection  is  also  made  of  the  house  and 
premises  lately  occupied  by  the  patient,  with  regard  to  its  state 
of  repair,  cleanliness,  etc.,  and  if  found  unsatisfactory,  the  result 
of  the  inspection  is  communicated  to  the  Owner  of  the  premises 
and  orders  given  him  to  do  the  necessary  work  in  order  to  put  it 
in  a  proper  state  ofrepair. 

Disinfectants  are  supplied  free  of  charge  where  considered 
necessary. 

The  disinfection  is  carried  out  by  fumigation  of  Formalin 
Gas  and  a  spray  of  liquid  Formalin. 

Schools  are  also  disinfected  by  Formalin  Gas  and  spray  if 
considered  necessary  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Water  Supply. —  The  water  supply  in  the  district  is 
generally  good  and  sufficient.  Many  houses  have  been  connected 
to  the  mains  of  the  Poole  Corporation  and  the  Bournemouth  Gas 
&  Water  Co.  during  the  year. 

Scavenging  and  Cleansing  of  Cesspools. — The  Council 
undertake  the  work  of  emptying  cesspools  and  earth  closets  and 
the  collection  of  house  refuse  in  the  Parish  of  Canford  Magna 
only. 

It  has  proved  a  boon  to  the  Parish,  which  is  largely  of  a 
residential  character,  and  has  improved  the  sanitation  of  the 
district  greatly. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  conditions  will  so  improve  as  to  the 
labour,  etc.,  that  the  Council  be  enabled  to  go  ahead  with  their 
proposed  sewerage  scheme  at  an  early  date,  for  the  work  of 
emptying  the  cesspools,  etc.,  is  increasing  so  quickly  that  it  is  as 
much  as  the  appliances,  the  Council  already  possess,  can  cope 
with.  The  increase  is  due  to  two  causes.  Firstly,  the  erection  of 
new  premises  with  their  consequent  new  cesspools.  Secondly, 
the  gradual  sealing  up  of  existing  ones,  necessitating  more 
frequent  emptying. 

Parts  of  the  Parish  of  Kinson  are  assuming  such  an  urban 
character  that  it  will  be  advisable  for  the  Council  to  consider  the 
question  as  to  whether  they  should  undertake  this  work  here. 
During  the  last  twelve  months  forty  new  houses  have  been 
erected  in  this  Parish  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  fact  that  the 
proposed  extension  of  the  Government  Grant  had  been  rejected  by 
the  House  of  Lords,  probably  as  many  more  would  have  been 
well  on  the  way  to  completion.  Provided  the  Subsidy  goes 
through  and  materials  are  obtainable,  there  is  no  doubt  that  this 
Parish  will  go  on  increasing  at  an  abnormal  rate  and  the  question 
of  adequate  sanitation  will  require  serious  attention. 
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There  are  still  a  few  cottages  being  occupied  which  are  not 
fit  for  human  habitation,  owing  to  the  present  shortage,  but 
they  will  be  closed  as  soon  as  other  accommodation  is  provided. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act. — Inspections  are  being 
made  from  time  to  time  under  the  above  Act  and  orders  given  to 
the  Owners  to  carry  out  any  necessary  repairs.  The  housing 
conditions  of  the  district  are  generally  good,  many  populated 
parts  being  comprised  chiefly  of  modern  houses  erected  under 
the  bye-laws. 

Housing  Schemes. — The  Council  are  making  good  progress 
with  their  housing  schemes  and  have  very  nearly  completed  their 
first  two  contracts.  The  Council  have  been  complimented  on 
their  Schemes  both  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  by  the  Press. 

Lytchett  Matravers. — This  scheme  has  been  held  up  by  the 
difficulty  of  acquiring  the  land  but  the  tenders  will  be  advertised 
for  at  an  early  date.  It  is  proposed  to  erect  two  pairs  of  type 
“  A  ”  on  the  site  in  the  Wareham  Road  in  the  first  place  and 
ascertain  whether  they  will  let  satisfactorily.  If  so  the  remainder 
of  the  proposed  scheme  will  be  carried  out. 

Lytchett  Minster. — The  above  scheme  is  for  three  pairs  of 
type  “  B  ”  and  they  are  well  on  the  way  to  completion.  They 
comprise,  on  the  ground  floor:  Parlour,  Living  Room,  Scullery, 
Wash-house  and  Bathroom,  Larder,  Fuel  House  and  w.c.  First 
Floor ;  three  Bedrooms. 

They  are  provided  with  Hot  Water  supply  over  Sink  and 
Bath. 

The  houses  are  constructed  of  brick  cavity  walls  covered 
with  pebble  dash  and  tiled  roofs: 

Each  house  has  a  garden  of  half-acre,  of  good  quality  soil. 

Canford  Magna. — The  above  scheme  situate  in  the  Sandy 
Lane,  Broadstone,  is  for  five  pairs  of  type  *‘B”  and  these  are 
also  well  on  the  way  to  completion. 

They  comprise,  on  the  ground  floor :  Parlour  with  bay 
window,  Living  Room  with  “Interoven  Grate,”  Hall,  Kitchen- 
scullery  with  Gas  Cooker,  Larder  and  Fuel  House.  First  Floor; 
three  Bedrooms,  each  with  large  hanging  cupboard,  and  Bath¬ 
room  and  w.c. 

All  houses  are  provided  with  a  hot  water  supply  to  sink  and 
baths,  and  a  linen  cupboard. 

The  houses  are  constructed  of  brick  cavity  walls,  red  facing 
bricks  up  to  the  first  floor  with  pebble  dash  over  and  tiled  roofs. 

Each  house  has  a  garden  of  half-acre. 

Kinson. — This  Scheme  is  now  before  the  Ministry  of  Health 
for  their  formal  approval.  On  receipt  of  this,  tenders  will  be 
advertised  for. 

The  proposed  scheme  is  for  ten  type  “  B  ”  houses. 
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Subsidy  Houses.— -Application  has  been  made  and  the  plans 
approved  for  104  houses  entitled  to  the  Government  Grant.  Of 
these  50  have  been  completed  in  a  satisfactory  manner  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  bye-laws  and  the  special  regulations  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 

The  applicants  have  received  cheques  in  payment  of  these 
Grants  amounting  to  1,200. 

If  the  extension  of  the  Subsidy  is  granted  I  have  no  doubt 
that  many  more  houses  will  be  erected  in  this  Council's  district. 
The  great  majority  of  these  houses  were  erected  in  the  Parish  of 
Kinson,  near  the  Hampshire  Boundary. 

Rats. — Very  few  rat-tails  have  been  brought  to  the  Council 
during  the  year  for  payment.  I  do  not  think  there  are  a  great 
number  in  the  district  and  have  received  no  complaints  under  the 
new  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act. 

Increase  of  Rent  and  Mortgage  interest  (Restrictions) 
Act,  1920. — Several  applications  for  Certificates  have  been  made 
to  the  Council  under  the  above  Act.  In  each  case  I  have  inspected 
the  premises  and  made  a  report  to  the  Council.  Certificates  were 
issued  in  four  cases. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  H.  SEYMOUR, 


COUNTY  OF  DORSET. 


The  Rural  Sanitary  District  of  Poole. 


Return  relating  to  the  Sanitary  Work  within  the  above  District 
during  the  year  ending  31st  December ,  1920. 


Number  of  Complaints  received  during  the  year  ...  12 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Houses,  Premises,  &c.  ...  1,080 

Results  of  Inspections — 

Orders  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendment  of  Houses 

and  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Houses,  Premises,  &c.,  Cleaned,  Repaired,  White¬ 
washed,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Illness  ...  23 

House  Drains  — New  Provided  ...  ...  ...  56 

Repaired,  Cleaned,  Trapped,  &c.  ...  14 

Privies  and  W.C/s. — New  Provided  ...  ...  ...  4 

Repaired,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  7 

Water  Supplies  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Miscellaneous — 

Removal  of  Accumulations  of  Manure,  Animal 

and  other  Refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  3* 
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